The anthrapyrazoles: a new class of compounds with clinical activity in breast cancer.
The anthrapyrazoles are DNA-binding anticancer agents with broad spectrum preclinical activity and reduced potential for free radical generation compared with doxorubicin. In early clinical trials, the dose-limiting toxicity has been leukopenia, other side effects being minor, and promising antitumor activity has been shown, especially in breast cancer. It remains to be confirmed that the anthrapyrazoles are less cardiotoxic than doxorubicin, but it is clear that these drugs are showing real promise, appear significantly less toxic than doxorubicin, and seem to represent a genuine therapeutic advance.